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Q: What is Oregon Head Start Prekindergarten (OPK)?

A: OPK is a high-quality, comprehensive early childhood education program with the overall

goal of increasing school readiness. It serves 3- and 4-year-olds growing up in poverty. It

provides:

% Pre-kindergarten education

% Access to child health, mental health, dental and nutrition services

% Parent education

% Family support including home visits

Q: How does OPK help our most at-risk kids?

A: Kids living in poverty are far more likely to start kindergarten well behind their more advan-

taged peers. Kids who start behind have little chance of ever catching up. OPK helps close this

achievement gap, giving kids the opportunity to succeed in school and life. OPK makes sure that

kids arrive at school prepared for kindergarten.

Q: How many kids does OPK help?

A: Not enough. Oregon Head Start currently helps about 9,700 kids. 40% of the eligible children

don't have access to OPK because of lack of funding. Almost every OPK program has a waiting list

of eligible kids whose families want them to participate.

Q: Who supports this expansion of OPK?

A: A growing coalition of Oregon’s top business, philanthropic and civic leaders have joined

together to start the Ready for School public awareness campaign. These leaders are concerned

about the future of Oregon’s workforce and recognize the economic benefits of investing in early

childhood education.

Q: How much will this cost?

A: According to Oregon Department of Education (ODE) estimates, it would cost $40 million in

the 2007-09 biennium to make sure that all eligible kids have access to OPK. This is a public

investment that will more than pay for itself. At-risk kids who attend high quality pre-

kindergarten are less likely to be involved in crime and more likely to graduate from high school,

hold good paying jobs, and pay taxes. According to the landmark Perry Preschool study, for

every $1 spent on programs like OPK, there is nearly a $13 public return. —
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